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IT’S ELECTRIFYING

GET SALTY

BAROQUE OR BROKE?

St. Petersburg now has its own
fleet of electric buses thanks to
its partnership with the Pinellas
Suncoast Transit Authority. Check
out where you can hitch a ride
downtown in eco-friendly style.

St. Pete Salt Works has the city’s first
sensory deprivation tank. Read what it’s
like to immerse yourself in an hour of
silent darkness.

Much of the furniture in Harbor Hall is
dated and in disrepair. Here’s an inside
look at what most verbal and visual arts
students see every day.
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Academic
success
position
vacated
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‘Myriad of colors’

By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu

A

fter less than a year in
her position, USF St.
Petersburg Academic
Success Coordinator Althea
Blake resigned Sept. 28. She
was hired by the university in
November 2017.
Blake announced her
resignation through a video
on Instagram, where many
students followed her. She
was on vacation in Trinidad at
the time of the video’s release.
“This is my last morning
here, and I’m a little sad to
be leaving, and I’m also a
little sad to announce that
this will be my last week at
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg,” Blake said in
the video. “It was a pleasure
working with all of you, and
it’s unfortunate that I wasn’t
able to meet some of you.”
>> SEE ACADEMIC on P3

T

he consultant firm that
will assist in recruiting
USF President Judy
Genshaft’s successor was
approved by the Board of
Trustees in a meeting Friday.
Search Committee Chair Les
Muma and Vice Chair Rhea Law
reviewed four proposals from
Executive Search Firms. At the
BOT meeting, Muma proposed
Greenwood/Asher & Associates
Inc. as the national search firm
that will assist in recruiting
presidential candidates.
All BOT members agreed
with the proposal.
Greenwood/Asher
&
Associates Inc. has conducted
the last three presidential
searches for the University of
Florida and Florida International
University, so the firm is familiar
with the state of Florida’s search
process. The firm has also
conducted presidential searches
at University of Arizona, Ohio
State University, University
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Court
dismisses
negligence
suit ‘in part’
By Emily Wunderlich
ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu
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Savanah Catalina, 20, looks up at the reflection of the colorful room in the mirrored ceiling
at the Tampa Museum of Art’s newest installation “LOVE IS CALLING,” from Yayoi Kusama.
(See story, page 5.)

Search firm to help find USF president selected
By Anna Bryson
annabryson@mail.usf.edu

@USFSPCrowsNest

of Arkansas and University of
Kentucky, among others.
BOT Chair Brian Lamb and
Trustee John Ramil interviewed
Greenwood and agreed with
the decision to hire the search
firm. The other consultant firms
considered were Korn Ferry,
Parker Executive Search and
Storbeck Pimentel.
“We wanted a firm that had a
great track record and a passion
for diversity and inclusion in the
search process and they certainly
have that,” Muma said.
Muma was selected as
the chair of the presidential
search committee by Lamb
after Genshaft announced her
retirement Sept. 1.
Muma is the largest donor
in USF history and has given
over $56 million to USF. A 1966
graduate of USF, he is the retired
chairman and CEO of a financial
industry automation products
and services company he cofounded in 1984.
In recent years, he and
his wife, Pam — who live in
Pinellas County — have become

the university system’s largest
largest individual donors. Both
the College of Business and
basketball practice center are
named for them.
The new president will
take office July 1, 2019.
Consolidation of the three USF
campuses is anticipated to be
complete by 2020.

“I think it’s important to
include the leadership from
the campuses,” Lamb said.
“I’m sure it’s a very emotional
time in the meantime to think
about change. As we go
through that, it’s important to
pause and make sure we’re
… giving people a chance to
share their perspective.”

MARTHA RHINE | THE CROW’S NEST

The Board of Trustees decided upon a search firm that
will help to find the next USF president. Judy Genshaft’s
successor will take office July 1, 2019.

Pinellas County circuit
judge has ruled in the
university’s favor in a
lawsuit alleging negligence by
the university and its police
department after a female
student was accosted in the
campus parking garage in 2016.
But it might not be over yet.
In the ruling dated Sept.
21, Judge Thomas H. Minkoff
granted the university’s motion
to dismiss the case “in part” and
gave the plaintiff — identified
in court documents as L.E. —
30 days to amend her argument.
The suit, filed in 2017, seeks
$15,000 in damages because
the university “failed to provide
adequate security” or warn L.E.
of past and potential crimes
in the area before she was
“sexually assaulted” in 2016 by
a man who masturbated behind
her in a parking garage elevator.
But the university, which
acknowledges that L.E. was
a victim of “lewdness and/or
indecent exposure,” denies she
was sexually assaulted under
the definitions of federal law.
It argued for the dismissal
of the lawsuit because –– as an
agency of state government ––
the university is protected by
“sovereign immunity.”
The doctrine of sovereign
immunity stems from a
longstanding tenet of English
law that the sovereign – or
government – can do no wrong.
The university held that
its discretionary or “planninglevel” functions were immune
from liability and that L.E.
“failed to plea any basic facts”
to show that USF owed a duty
to protect her.
It
also called L.E.’s
complaint “redundant and
immaterial” because it attempted
to sue both the university and
its police department, which
operate under the USF Board of
Trustees.
>> SEE COURT on P2
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SHINE returns for fourth year Bulls ice hockey:

Who knew?

By Dillon Mastromarino
Contributor

S

aturday marked the first
day of St. Petersburg’s
fourth annual SHINE
Mural
Festival
—
a
weeklong event for local and
international street artists
to come together and fill
the blank walls and barren
underpasses of St. Petersburg
with color and creativity.
This year, more than 37
artists are participating in
the festival. The event runs
through Sunday, and locals
are encouraged to come out
and watch the artists at work.
Haider Ali, a Pakistani
painter known for his
distinctive South Asian style
of truck art, will be painting
a vehicle with his elaborate
style of floral patterns and
calligraphy at the Museum
of Fine Arts, 255 Beach
Drive NE.
St. Petersburg was also
chosen as a location for
Matthew Hoffman’s “You
Are Beautiful” campaign, a
nationwide mural installation
promoting love and acceptance
for the community.
The campaign encouraged
locals to come out Saturday
to Oktane Media on 28th
Street and Sixth Avenue S,
to add their own messages of
love and acceptance on the
wall before they installed a
large “You Are Beautiful”
sign among the community’s
positive messages.
Other artists include
Bekky Beukes, a South

By Lauren Meri
Contributor

D
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Locals flocked to Oktane Media on Sixth Avenue South in St.
Petersburg to participate in the “You Are Beautiful” mural on
Saturday. After seven hours of blazing heat and community
driven positivity, the wall was completed by 4 p.m.

African fine artist who
explores the interchangeable
relationship between light
and darkness; DAAS, a
Florida artist based in Japan
whose art reflects quasigeometric shaping and
origami pieces; Noirs One,
a newly Florida based artist
from North Carolina, whose
graffiti-inspired
work
juxtaposes patterns found
in urban environments;
LOOK the Weird, a German
artist and founding member
of
The
Internationally
Renowned Graffiti Crew
and many more.

The festival is hosted
by the St. Petersburg
Arts Alliance, a nonprofit
dedicated to raising money
for the bloom of the city’s
creative community.
For more information
about SHINE events and
the artists involved, go to
https://stpeteartsalliance.
org, where you can receive
a map of this year’s mural
installations and support the
local art community.

COURT, continued from P1
L.E. is represented by
attorney Damian Mallard, of
Sarasota. Because he is in trial
this week, his office said, he was
unavailable to comment on the
judge’s ruling.

What happened

Although the woman is
identified as L.E. in the lawsuit,
some court documents fail to
redact her name. She could
not be reached for comment,
but her social media indicates
that she graduated from the
university last year. The Crow’s
Nest does not name victims of
sex-related crimes.
Around 4:20 p.m. on Feb.
22, 2016, L.E. was leaving

campus after class when she
noticed a man masturbating
behind her in one of the parking
garage elevators.
When the elevator stopped on
the fourth floor, a police report
says, L.E. “felt a breeze behind
her and something wet touch her
buttocks area.” Security video
later showed the man bending
behind her, “possibly recording
her personal groin area … and
lifting her dress from behind.”
The man was identified as
Willie Fudge III, a non-student of
the university who lived nearby
and was reported on campus
three other times that week.
Campus police caught up with

MARTHA RHINE | THE CROW’S NEST

The student’s unpleasant encounter occured in an elevator
of the campus parking garage in February 2016. In 2017, she
filed a lawsuit seeking $15,000 in damages.

Fudge several days later, when
St. Petersburg police arrested him
on a charge of domestic battery
against his former girlfriend that
was later dropped.
Fudge was arrested seven
days after the parking garage
incident and was charged
with one count of exposure of
sexual organs, a misdemeanor,
and four counts of battery, for
touching a person against her
will. But he was not charged
with sexual assault.
The parking garage charges,
plus an earlier conviction for
grand theft, landed Fudge in the
Pinellas County Jail between
May 27, 2016, and Feb. 27, 2017.
He was returned to jail July
3 for violating his probation and
then sentenced to 18 months
in state prison, with credit for
time served in the county jail.
The Florida Department of
Corrections indicates he was
released Feb. 27, 2018.
University
police
recommend that students,
faculty and staff walk with
others whenever possible. They
should secure their belongings,
be alert to their surroundings
and avoid distractions. They
should also have a plan and
trust their instincts if they notice
something suspicious.
To report suspicious people
and incidents, students, faculty
and staff can call (727) 8734444.

id you know that the
University of South
Florida has an ice
hockey team?
Not only does USF have a
hockey team, but these Bulls
have started the season on a high.
They won the season opener
Sept. 22 against the EmbryRiddle Aeronautical University
Eagles 10-1.
The next game is against
the University of Miami
Hurricanes on Friday at the
Pines Ice Arena, 12425 Taft St.
in Pembroke Pines.
The USF Ice Bulls are a part
of a club league that was brought
to USF in 1987 by two students
whose passion for hockey
inspired them to create a team.
After an extensive twoyear process, the Southern
Collegiate Hockey Association
granted the Ice Bulls a one-year
probationary period to play the
1989-1990 season.
This year, the team is led
by captain and club president
Kenny Weightman, a junior.
Weightman has been playing
hockey for 16 years.
Sophomore Scot Nelson
grew up playing AAA youth
hockey and high school
hockey. In his senior year of
high school, he played for the
Boston Junior Bruins.
“Being an Ice Bull is an
honor. 50 people are trying
to make a 20-man roster, so
it’s very competitive and I’m

very proud to be a member of
this team,” Nelson said. “I got
my first skates before I could
even walk. Growing up in
Massachusetts, hockey is a huge
part of everyone’s life.”
Some of Nelson’s teammates
are just as high on hockey as he is.
“It’s been amazing being part
of such a great team and culture.
We are all pretty close and enjoy
hanging out and also playing
with each other,” sophomore
Mike Alfaro said. Alfaro started
playing hockey in Michigan
when he was 5.
The fact that hockey is a
club sport hasn’t dampened the
enthusiasm. Part of that comes
from having a deep roster and
a team that’s ready to compete,
said senior Ethan Corrow.
“It’s honestly cool being
able to represent the school.
Even though we aren’t a part
of athletics, it’s nice being
able to compete with the USF
logo on my chest,” Corrow
said. “I’ve played for a lot of
teams throughout my life and
playing for a huge university is
humbling.”
The team plays at the Florida
Hospital Center Ice skating rink
in Wesley Chapel. The Ice Bulls’
main rivals are the Florida Gulf
Coast University Eagles and the
University of Tampa Spartans.
The best part? The games
are free. The season schedule
can be found at http://icebulls.
pointstreaksites.com/view/
icebulls/ .

ICE BULLS SCHEDULE
October 2018
•
•
•
•

10/12 at University of Miami
10/13 at University of Miami
10/19 at University of Central Florida
10/20 vs. University of Central Florida

November 2018
•
•
•
•
•

11/2 at Colorado Mesa University
11/3 at Colorado Mesa University
11/9 vs. Florida Gulf Coast University
11/10 at Florida Gulf Coast University
11/16 at UCF Showcase: University of North
Carolina at Charlotte
• 11/17 at UCF Showcase: Kennesaw State
University
• 11/18 at UCF Showcase: Georgia Institute of
Technology

January 2019
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1/5 vs University of Central Florida
1/6 at University of Central Florida
1/11 vs. Florida Gulf Coast University
1/12 at Florida Gulf Coast University
1/18 at Univesity of Tampa
1/19 at University of Tampa
1/24 vs University of Florida
1/25 at University of Florida

February 2019
• 2/1 at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
• 2/2 at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
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PSTA unveils electric buses for St. Petersburg

By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu

A

new fleet of electric
buses w unveiled
Wednesday
by
elected
officials
and
executives of the Pinellas
Suncoast Transit Authority
on the steps of the St.
Petersburg City Hall.
The first two electric
buses, known as eLoopers,
began
operating
in
downtown St. Petersburg
Oct. 7. Riding the eLooper
is free of charge for
everyone, although USF
St. Petersburg students can
ride any PSTA bus for free
through its U-Pass program.
“We stand here united
to announce the arrival of
Pinellas County’s first allelectric bus,” said PSTA
CEO Brad Miller. “It’s
electrifying!”
The eLooper will run the
same route as the Downtown
Looper, a 50-cent service
that
takes
passengers

around
downtown
St.
Petersburg. Stops include
Sixth Avenue S in front
of the USC and the Fifth
Avenue S at the USF St.
Petersburg bookstore.
Funding for the buses
and their charging stations
comes from several sources,
including a $1 million grant
from the Federal Transit
Administration. The city of
St. Petersburg will provide
nearly $360,000 annually
to the eLooper service.
USF St. Petersburg will
host a charging station for
the eLooper on its campus,
which will be installed by
December 2018 or January
2019. The charging station
will be located near the
bookstore, which is the 10th
stop on the route.
The en-route charging
station was financed by a
previous settlement with
BP, which paid billions to
local and state governments
in the Gulf of Mexico after

EMILY WUNDERLICH | THE CROW’S NEST

The eLooper will run for free seven days a week in
conjunction with the St. Petersburg Trolley. Schedules can
be found at loopertrolley.com.

the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill in 2010. The charging
station cost Pinellas County
$600,000.
The fleet is expected to
increase to six buses by
2020, with two expected
to arrive in 2019 and two
more in 2020, both funded
by grants from the Federal
Transit Administration of
$1 million each.
Local leaders, including
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick
Kriseman, Pinellas County
commissioner Ken Welch
and Rep. Charlie Crist,
D-St. Petersburg, praised
PSTA for their initiative in
releasing the new electric
bus program.
“As a community, we put
our future in the hands of
leaders,” Crist said. “PSTA
has been that leader.”
As the crowd at City Hall
fixated on the speakers,
a blue bus silently rolled
behind
them,
creeping
around the corner from an
adjacent alleyway.
“You won’t hear it,
but turn around and see
it,” Miller said, inviting
thunderous applause from
the audience as the bus
pulled up on the curb.
Kriseman then invited
the audience to ride the
city’s first eLooper for a
short ride around the block.
Attendees eagerly stepped
onto the bus, chatting with
Kriseman, Crist and Welch
onboard about the reveal.
“It
smells
new,”
Kriseman said, laughing
with the crowd of eager
reporters and constituents
surrounding him. “I hear
nothing but the people
talking on the bus.”
After a quick loop around
the block, riders stepped
back onto the curb in front
of the City Hall.
St. Petersburg resident
Chris Brudy was among the
most optimistic riders.
“First bike on the electric

COURTESY OF PINELLAS SUNCOAST TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Rep. Charlie Crist, D-St. Petersburg, sits in for the
inaugural ride of the eLooper, Pinellas County’s first
electric bus.

bus,” Brudy said, as he
lifted his bicycle off the
front rack of the bus and the
marquee flashed above him
with the words “eLooper.”
Brudy, a frequent PSTA
rider and local Democratic
activist,
emphatically
supported the release of the
new buses.
“They’re great –– they
save money, they save gas,
they’re quiet –– there’s
noise pollution problems
with the diesel (buses)
downtown,” Brudy said.
“As time goes on, maybe we
can up the fleet enough to
get 20-minute intervals on

all the buses, which really
makes a big difference on
making people want to take
the bus.”
But for PSTA and St.
Petersburg, the eLooper is
just one piece of a longterm goal.
“For the first time,
we are developing a
comprehensive, sustainable
action plan,” Kriseman said.
“Through that plan, we are
going to be a city of 100
percent clean energy.”

ACADEMIC, continued from P1
Blake had pushed to
become the “most popular
administrator on campus”
and used Instagram to
achieve her goal. She
connected with students
through the platform and at
the time of her resignation
had 255 followers.
“My
passion
is
education
equity
and
social justice,” Blake said.
“Although I thoroughly
loved working at USF St.
Pete with our students, I’m
looking for a position that
will more closely align
with that passion.”
Blake, who has a
master’s degree in criminal
justice from the University
of Central Florida, is
finishing a doctorate in

education online through
Northeastern University
in Boston.
Blake
plans
on
graduating in May 2019
and is collecting research
for her dissertation. The
research is related to
college access and success
for marginalized youth.
Her duties as academic
success
coordinator
included one-on-one talks
with students to help them
develop a plan to graduate
in four years. Blake’s
position is important to
keep retention rates low at
USF St. Petersburg.
Blake reminisced on
memories of working with
students at several events,
including
Windward

Success Camp and “unBull-eivable
Spring
Break.” She keeps a
picture of several students
she worked with at USB in
her office.
“Just walking around
campus, when students tell
me hello –– it makes me
feel so at home,” Blake
said. “One of my students
left me a letter, and I was in
my office crying because
the students have been so
sweet to me. I love all of
the students here.”
Although
Blake’s
personnel file contained
two
reprimands
for
tardiness
during
the
summer, the reason for her
departure remains unclear.
The position of academic

success
coordinator
has been replaced with
a
“student
retention
coordinator” position under
Compass, a campus-wide
initiative originally created
to help first year college
students
acclimate
to
university life.
With the new position,
Compass has expanded its
mission to include “first,
second and transfer year
experience” as well as
“persistence initiatives,”
said
Carrie
O’Brion,
director of communications
and marketing for USF St.
Petersburg.
No replacement has been
announced for the position.

COURTESY OF ALTHEA BLAKE

Blake’s position involved
outreach to struggling students
and development of individual
plans for future success.
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Float away at St. Pete Salt Works
By Brianna Rodriguez

blrodriguez@mail.usf.edu

F

loating in a warm, calm
ocean where your five
senses disappear and
your body is met with ease is
what an experience in a float
tank feels like.
St. Pete Salt Works, 17
Dr. M.L.K. Jr Street N., is the
first salt tank in St. Petersburg
where the experience of sensory
deprivation becomes reality.

Sensory deprivation sounds
like something out of a scene
from “Stranger Things,” but
the practice of depriving the
body’s senses in tanks has been
around since 1954. John C.
Lilly, a medical practitioner and
neuropsychiatrist, experimented
with sensory deprivation and
combined the experience with
using LSD.
St. Pete Salt Works opened
Aug. 1, but owner Mark
Anderson’s idea to start a

BRIANNA RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

St. Pete Salt Works owner Mark Anderson took the
elements that he liked from other float businesses to
create his own.

flotation business began nine
years ago after he experienced
sensory deprivation and noticed
the cognitive effects.
“I floated at a lot of places
and put it together and created
one here,” said Anderson.
Local Felicia Miller, 48, has
floated before, but Saturday
was her first time at St. Pete
Salt Works. She discovered the
location the night before and
decided to try it out.
“I turned out the lights
and thought that this was
awesome,” Miller said. “I love
water and I like that I have it in
the area. I can swim to workout
and float to relax.”
Before you enter the tank, you
are given earplugs and petroleum
jelly as a liquid bandage to keep
cuts from getting irritated. You
are also asked to shower first
outside of the tank.
The water was warm, and a
blue glow illuminated through
the tank. I lied down and fiddled
with the lights. Aside from a
sliver of light from under the
door, the room was pitch black.
My eyes closed and I
struggled to quiet my thoughts.
I ended up gliding my arms and
legs back and forth in the water.
The feeling of weightlessness
was relaxing. I felt like a
jellyfish gracefully wandering
about in the water.
There were a few times in
the beginning where my eyes
burned from the salt water.
Thankfully, I brought my towel
close to the tank and I was given
a spray bottle of fresh water
before entering.

BRIANNA RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

Alexis Helland, float director and manager says that St. Pete
Salt Works has the capacity for 18 floats per day and three
floats per hour. Sensory deprivation tanks contain 200 gallons
of water and over 1,000 pounds of Epsom salt for buoyancy.

I inhaled and exhaled
until I was no longer aware
of my breath.
That was when a feeling of
calm washed over me.
My thoughts began to
expand.
Creative
ideas
flowed through my mind and
I felt as though nothing could
hold me back.
With midterms this week, I
found myself strategizing my
final study days and creating
framework of how I was going
to prepare for the tests.
I developed a lot of thoughts
of the future and the person that I
am becoming.
As my time in the tank ended,
the lights came on and music
began to play.
Afterward I exited the tank
and showered. I recommend

bringing conditioner and lotion
for the experience. My skin felt
soft and my body felt relaxed.
This was unlike anything
that I have experienced. My
usual pain in my neck and back
disappeared. My skin felt soft
and my hair felt clean.
If extra self-care is in your
budget, this experience is
worth the money. Your mind
and body will be completely
relaxed, and you’ll feel a sense
of total stillness.
St. Pete Salt Works also
offers a 10 percent discount to
USF students.
“If you need a place to
be where you experience
nothing, this is the place to be,”
Anderson said.

Group brings swing dancing to the Sundial
By Bryce Lawson
Contributor

I

f you’re looking for a
new safe way to express
yourself, or just want to
get in some great cardio, then
swing dancing is for you.
On the first Tuesday of
every month, The Cat’s
Meow dance group offers
a free swing class at the
Sundial courtyard.
“The Cat’s Meow (is) a
group of people who believe
that Lindy hop can save
the world,” said Dominic
Howarth, The Cat’s Meow’s
head coordinator.
Lindy hop is a form
of swing dancing that
originated 1920s Harlem.
Often called Jazz dance, it
is a member of the swing
dance family. A majority of
the music associated with
Lindy hop comes from the
big band jazz era.
Lindy can be danced solo or
with a partner. When partnering
up, you must be respectful and
ask if your partner is interested
in dancing.
The first hour is a
beginner course to get
everyone familiar with the
basic six-count Lindy. Once
you know the basic steps,
you are ready to graduate to

partner dancing.
When dancing with a
partner, one person acts as
the lead, or GPS system,
while the follower acts
as the driver. Depending
on which song is playing
different flairs and rhythms
are added in.
Once
the
beginning
classes are done, guests are
invited to keep dancing and
enjoy the music.
Howarth and the rest
of the Cats make the
environment fun and have
no problem working with
you until you’ve got the
steps down.
When asked his reason
for getting into swing
dancing, Howarth said, “I
was able to be super silly in
a safe environment.”
I can say that’s the same
vibe I experienced at my
first class. Even though I
probably looked silly, it
didn’t matter, because I was
having so much fun dancing.
Besides the classes
at Sundial, The Cat’s
Meow offers classes every
Monday from 7 to 8 p.m. for
beginners and 8 to 9 p.m.
for intermediates at The
Princess Martha, 411 First
Ave. N.

MARTHA RHINE | THE CROW’S NEST

Rachael Medina and Santosh Rohit swing dance in the Sundial courtyard following a free
dance lesson by The Cat’s Meow dance studio on Tuesday.
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‘LOVE IS CALLING’: Immersion in infinity
By Amy Diaz
amydiaz@mail.usf.edu

M

ost exhibits at the
Tampa Museum of
Art are meant to be
observed from a distance,
but a new installation
invites viewers to immerse
themselves in the art.
Part of a group of
exhibitions focused on love,
Yayoi Kusama’s “LOVE
IS CALLING,” stands out
from the rest.
The installation is one of
Kusama’s
mirrored-room
environments, or Infinity
Rooms.She has created more
than 20 of these immersive
installations since the first
debuted in 1965, but this is
her largest to date.
The work blends the
89-year-old’s wide range of
skills she has been honing
since childhood, combining
sculpture,
design,
installation and poetry into

one experience.
From the outside, the
exhibit looks like a big,
white box. Its dimensions
are roughly 15 feet by 28
feet, which makes imagining
infinity from the outside
nearly impossible.
And then you step inside.
Mirrors line every inch of
the walls and ceiling. Even
the tiled floor is reflective.
Polka-dotted
tentaclelike figures are positioned
around the floor and hang
from the ceiling.
Dots hold significance for
Kusama and have become
her signature design.
“Dots are symbols of the
world, the cosmos,” reads a
quote from Kusama on the
wall outside of the exhibit.
“The Earth is a dot, the
moon, the sun, the stars are
all made up of dots. You and
me, we are dots.”
The
spotted,
soft

AMY DIAZ | THE CROW’S NEST

The whimsical, soft sculptures glow and change color throughout the installation like the
fireworks in the night sky described in Kusama’s poem.

sculptures
glow
and
change colors throughout
the installation, ranging
from light green and pale
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Exponential reflections in Kusama’s art installations create a wondrous illusion of infinity.

yellow to deep blue and hot
pink. Their reflections in
the mirrors seem to go on
forever, creating an illusion
of infinite space.
The docent in the room
mentioned that a child visiting
earlier accidentally ran into
one of the mirrors thinking
there was more to the room.
You can’t blame him.
The white box disappears,
and
suddenly
you’re
standing in a magical forest
à la “Alice in Wonderland.”
As you explore the room,
taking selfies for Instagram and
Snapchat is highly encouraged.
In addition to visual
stimulation, the room has
an auditory aspect as well.
Kusama’s voice can be heard
reciting a love poem she
wrote specifically for this
installation titled, “Residing
in a Castle of Shed Tears.” It
reflects her thoughts on love,
life and death.
Kusama recites the poem
in Japanese, but an English
translation is provided on the
wall outside of the exhibit.

An individual experience
in the infinity room can be
described by one line of the
poem that reads, “Dancing in
the night sky in a myriad of
colors, the fireworks sprinkled
dust all over my body.”
Only a few people can
enter the exhibit at a time,
and viewers are given two
minutes in the room. When
time is up, patrons are
escorted out and offered
a seat in case the mirrored
illusions
and
bright
changing colors induced
any dizziness.
The exhibit runs through
Feb. 14 at the Tampa
Museum of Art, 120 W
Gasparilla Plaza.
Tickets
can
be
purchased online at http://
tampamuseum.org/
exhibition/yayoi-kusamalove-is-calling/ and college
students get in free. Be sure
to purchase in advance, as
tickets are based on specific
time slots and the number
of people allowed in the
exhibit at once is limited.
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I

t’s election season, which
means we are under attack
by America’s greatest threat:
political ads on TV.
Perhaps no election will
produce as brutal commercial
breaks as 2016’s presidential
boxing match, but the biennial
barrage of political advertising
isn’t going anywhere soon.
However, one candidate
has utterly confused me with
his
advertising
campaign:
Republican
gubernatorial
candidate Ron DeSantis.
I’m not talking about the
simultaneously hilarious and
terrifyingTVspots where DeSantis
indoctrinates his young daughter
into some sort of President Donald
Trump cult and directs her to build
a border wall out of foam bricks,
although I think that is incredibly
bewildering as well.
What really bothers me is
DeSantis’environmental platform.
DeSantis has been running
TV ads that promote his
conservationist stance and claim
he will “clean up our waterways,”
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that DeSantis voted for a bill to
prevent offshore drilling in the
eastern Gulf of Mexico. But the
same day, DeSantis voted for a
bill allowing drilling in the Arctic
Ocean, about as far away from
Florida as you can get without
leaving the continent.
His
few
other
proenvironmental votes relate to
flood insurance, farming and,
for some reason, a singular EPA
spending bill, despite attacking it
relentlessly before and since.
I don’t mean to say
that
protecting
Florida’s
economic interests through
environmentalism is a bad thing.
It’s certainly a way to kill two
birds with one stone (okay, maybe
a bad idiom to use here, but you
get the point).
My concern is that DeSantis
is completely disingenuous. As
soon as there is no Floridian
economic interest in protecting the
environment, he and his party will
try their hardest to exploit it for all
it’s worth and destroy a lot of it in
the process.
Florida isn’t going to stop
getting hit by ecological disasters
anytime soon, and our current
issue with red tide is a perfect
opportunity for DeSantis to feign
concern about the issue –– it’s
a situation where the average
Floridian actually has their
everyday life affected.
Another reason for this
confusing conservationist push
is that it will give some leeway

to Republican voters closer
to the center without really
compromising anyone on the
extreme right.
DeSantis can say he’s a
conservationist who will fight for
Florida’s interests on an airboat
in the Everglades, and then turn
and wink at his anti-environment
support base to let them know
nothing is really going to change.
The campaign is really just a
push to grab up the votes of those
who won’t do their research and
will just take commercials at
face value. It gives talking points
to die-hard supporters without
actually doing anything of
substance, and it lets people who
are on the fence say “At least he
loves the environment!”
We saw a lot of this sort of
thing in the 2016 election, with
DeSantis’ close friend Trump
pledging to be pro-LGBT and then
immediately surrounding himself
with shockingly homophobic
figures like Mike Pence and Jeff
Sessions. It makes a good sound
bite to rub in the faces of naysayers,
but it’s not worth anything more
than that.
Essentially, what we can take
away from this is that DeSantis
really wants to be Teddy Roosevelt
- he’s said as much before. But if
he wants to be anything like Teddy,
not only will he have to put on a
few pounds, grow a nice mustache
and become a war hero: DeSantis
will actually have to do something
to prove that he cares about nature.

‘Modern progressivism’ op-ed falls short
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despite refusing to call himself a
“climate change believer.”
But his voting record has been
less than stellar on the issue. He
has a 2 percent lifetime rating
from the League of Conservation
Voters, who rate politicians on
their environmental voting record.
He’s par for the course as far as
the Republican party goes, voting
hard against the Environmental
Protection Agency and for
industries like coal and fossil fuels.
I think one reason for DeSantis’
environmentalist push is that
conservation of the environment
is particularly popular in Florida
because of our unique geographic
and natural features.
With the Everglades in the
Southwest, beaches surrounding
our peninsula and waterways
flowing through the center of our
state, Florida has a strong identity
as a nature lover’s state, thanks
in part to activists like Marjory
Stoneman Douglas, who defended
the Everglades with all she had.
But tied to that identity is
Florida’s largest industry: tourism.
When snowbirds and spring
breakers alike flock to our state to
lounge on our beaches and maybe
see a few alligators, it’s no wonder
that even those who would
ordinarily fight conservation are
pushing to protect the environment
in this state.
Many here still remember
ecological disasters like the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill.
Because of this, it’s no surprise

By Jonah Hinebaugh
Junior Journalism and Digital
Communication major
jonahh@mail.usf.edu

T

he critique of political
correctness
and
a
“modern
progressive
movement” published in the
Oct. 1 issue of The Crow’s Nest,
while well-articulated, falls
apart once further examined.
The
article
contains
virtue signaling – a term
used to insult peers for
having superficial support of
something – which, in this
context, points out underlying
motivations of people to seem
self-righteous or “a paragon of
equality” instead of showing
meaningful solidarity.
It begins with attacking the
concept of political correctness
and people who subscribe to it.
The main issue here is the
focus of the comments and
how it seems that any person
who calls out hate speech
can be immediately labeled
as self-righteous. It begs the
questions: What evidence does
the author need to be convinced
otherwise? Does any sort of
comment disagreeing with his

views fall under his sense of
faux activism?
A blanket statement such
as this beckons the call of
conservatives calling liberals
“snowflakes.” Let it be known
I do not associate myself
with liberals, but resorting
immediately to attacking the
character of the person rather
than the point being made,
or lack thereof, accomplishes
nothing. It defeats any chance
of discourse or ability to reach
a compromise, something
advocated for later in this op-ed.
A strong factor in the
disdain for every “social justice
warrior” are identity politics
most people get wrapped up
in. Identity politics refers to
individual movements that lack
any governing body or concrete
organization, creating a large
pool of people with a variety of
views on the given subject.
The issue born from this is
the labeling of all for the views
of some restraining compromise
or whatever conclusion it
may be. It can lead to the
misrepresentation of issues,
ending in a skewed version of
their original sentiments – an
example being kneeling during
the national anthem, which was
never about disrespecting the
U.S. or its troops, but rather
drawing attention to the plights
faced by people of color.
It’s a strong factor in the
misguided views of the article.
Only the “social justice

warriors”
spamming
the
internet with dumb and
outrageous comments are
addressed, leaving one to
question the countless others
with opposing views attacking
with equal force.
The cesspool of internet
political threads, forums and
comment sections reckons
that both sides have equally
inflammatory and hateful
remarks. You know how bad
those on the right get, right?
Especially with the continuous
anti-semitic
comments,
continued use of racial slurs
and support of the confederacy,
homophobic and transphobic
remarks or massive amounts of
post-9/11 xenophobia. At least
with SJWs, you only get called a
Russian bot or get some cringeinducing GIF in your mentions.
It’s never really established
what a “social justice warrior”
is in the article, but the farther
left you go, the more SJWs are
replaced with more militant and
aggressive comrades. Maybe
these are the people he refers to.
The article makes plenty
of hollow and contradictory
statements, such as the
repeated usage of the “warped
view” argument to totally
destroy those dumb liberals
– can I get an amen? It acts
as if every other human has
this completely bipartisan,
unbiased view of any subject
up for debate. It’s as bad as the
Turning Point USA group and

Ben Shapiro fanboys who only
argue with facts and logic.
It’s great to see that the only
harsh opposition is from these
progressives and their hateful
ways when people you seem to
be representing make insightful
critiques. Another empty and
blatantly wrong point.
The whole point is being
inclusive, I guess, but to
accomplish that, both sides need
to be willing. They’re not, so we
might as well shit on each other
as much as we want because no
compromise is going to happen.
I stand with my comrades
who will actively ostracize
people for hate speech no matter
how polarizing it may be.
The neo-liberals who tweet
about Vladimir Putin and
President DonalTrump being in
love call Trump a communist
(he’s a fascist, and there’s an
incredibly large gap between
those two) or call each other
bots for no reason other than a
disagreement, are far from any
sort of meaningful work, and
that is what op-ed should’ve
been focused on. A much more
nuanced critique is necessary
with an article like this.
The op-ed doesn’t make
any insightful points or offer
anything of use. It’s just a runof-the-mill “liberals are bad,
we are good” cry with the same
points made plenty of times
before. But it’s good to see an
opposing view in the paper, so a
couple claps for that.
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Professors: Harbor Hall furniture ‘outdated’
By Alyssa Harmon
Contributor

N

ew members of Alpha
Xi Phi are met with
one simple warning:
“No, don’t sit there!” whenever
they try to sit on the chair in the
corner that sports five legs and
four wheels.
Once a week, the members
of the English Honor Society
Alpha Xi Phi and the Papercut
Literary Journal meet at the
Morse family’s old table in
Harbor Hall to talk about
literary events.
The Morse family built
the collection that can be
found in the Salvador Dalí
Museum, 1 Dali Blvd. The
table, bookshelves and other
various furniture items were left
behind in Harbor Hall when the
museum was converted to the
new home of the Department of
Verbal and Visual Arts in 2011.
According to Joan Kropf,
deputy director and chief
curator at the Dalí Museum,
the boardroom table traveled
all the way to Florida from
Beachwood, Ohio, where it
stood in the Morses’ office

building. However, when they
acquired the new building for
the museum, they left the
table behind.
This artifact isn’t the only
object that found its new
home on the second floor
of Harbor Hall. Most of the
mismatched furniture came
from various places.
A lot of it came from the
old Globe Coffee Lounge that
used to be in downtown St.
Petersburg. The university
acquired the furniture from the
owner of Globe, and former
College of Arts and Sciences
Dean Frank Biafora approved
the funds to buy the furniture to
create a coffee house vibe in the
upstairs lounge. The total cost
was $500, according to Thomas
Hallock, an associate professor
of English literature.
However, the rest of the
furniture
upstairs
wasn’t
purchased. It was part of an
Ikea donation.
Both students and professors
are unimpressed with the
current situation.
“The furniture itself is gross
and dirty. Then on top of it, it’s
super outdated, ripped, torn

and there’s not enough of it,”
said Emma Hamilton, a senior
English major. “What good are
loveseats for studying? (It) isn’t
organized thoughtfully to help
students gather to work together
or study independently. There
are like 15 places to sit.”
The English professors are
also not impressed with the
furniture. They have put in at
least three requests for new
furniture that is not “wobbly or
torn,” Dr. Thomas Hallock said.
The request has never been
granted, as it doesn’t fit in with
the university’s budget.
“The College of Arts and
Sciences replaces furniture on
a rolling basis, with decisions
based on the highest needs and
budgetary constraints as the
highest priority,” said Magali
Michael, the dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences.
Julie
Armstrong,
an
English professor of literature,
acknowledged that the English
professors are aware that it
takes a good amount of money
to keep a university running and
that new furniture for a building
on the fringe of campus may
not be high on the priority list.

However,
the
stained
white couch in the lobby, the
Victorian-style yellow and
brown floral print loveseat
upstairs, and the condensationstained table do “not give the
professional look and feel of the
university’s preeminent status,”
Armstrong said.
The furniture is reminiscent of
a Saturday morning spent thrifting
at garage sales and doesn’t mirror
the updated classrooms.
“I would not bring a colleague
or community member into
(Harbor Hall). We would like
something new for both upstairs
and downstairs, similar in design
to what other buildings have,”
Armstrong said.
Hallock agreed that he
would like to see furniture
similar to what Lynn Pippenger
Hall. The contrast is noticeable
when students walk into that
building versus Harbor Hall.
The business building offers
everything that Harbor Hall
lacks: a sleeker design, brand
new green and brown-themed
comfortable chairs and couches,
recycled oak tables, seats that
have outlets built into them,
balconies that overlook the

campus, areas for collaborative
work and a food and coffee bar.
Harbor Hall doesn’t even
have a vending machine.
The closest food in between
classes is in the business
building or The Grind, a good
five-minute walk from the
building. Some students only
have 15 minutes between
classes forcing them to bring
their own lunch. Alpha Xi Phi
even spent its own money for
a crockpot to provide food at
its meetings for students.
Hallock and Armstrong
will continue pushing for
new furniture.
“The condition of the
furniture reflects an institutional
and national indifference to the
humanities,” Hallock said.
“Furniture does not have to
be expensive, but it should send
a message that this building ––
and the students who learn in
it –– are worthy of university
respect,” Armstrong said.
But until then, remember:
Don’t sit on the chair with five
legs but only four wheels.
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Unlike other updated areas on campus, Harbor Hall has old, outdated and broken furniture.

W hat to do t h i s week: Oct . 8 - Oc t. 1 4
By Bryce Lawson
Contributor
MONDAY
As a part of Get
Outside Week, there will
be Paddleboard Yoga at
Coquina pool from 6 to 7 p.m.
The event is free, and yoga
mats will be available poolside
if all paddleboards are in use.
Show you artistic side
with Painting & Tea at Mad
Hatters, 4685 28th St. N, at
7 p.m. The cost is $10 for
materials.
TUESDAY
Campus Recreation will host
a Sunset Sail at The Boathouse
from 6 to 8 p.m. The event is
free for students.

WEDNESDAY
Tailgate Games, hosted by
Campus Recreation, will be
held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Harbor Walk. Free pizza
will be available.
Lovers of the ‘90s should
check out Park & Rec’s
‘90s Hip Hop & Slow Jams
Karaoke starting at 9 p.m.
at 100 Fourth St. S. Best ‘90s
gear will have a chance to win
a $100 gift card.
Are you a fan of watercolors
and an even bigger fan of
astrology? As Venus stations
retrograde, let out your artistic
side from 7 to 9 p.m. at
makeme, 3028 Ninth St. N,
for Watercolor Wednesday.
Pick your astrological sign
or
favorite
constellation

to overlay on your galaxy
painting. Tickets are $35 on
getoccasion.com.
THURSDAY
Work out the mind and
body with Mural Tour on
Bikes from 4 to 7 p.m. at The
Edge. This free event will give
students a chance to catch up
on the local art scene and get
their cardio in for the day.
Catch a movie and get some
fresh air at the same time with
Movies in the Park presenting
“Clueless” from 6 to 10 p.m.
at North Straub Park. The
movie is free, but food and
drinks cost extra. Make sure to
bring a blanket or chair.

FRIDAY
Start the weekend off right
with some local art at Reveal:
St. Pete Streets at the Station
House, 260 First Ave. S, from
5 p.m. to midnight. The
free event will showcase St.
Petersburg’s unique artists.
SATURDAY
Help keep our beaches
clean with a beach cleanup
from 9 a.m. to noon at The
Edge.
Relax after the beach
cleanup with a pool party at
the Coquina pool with free
food. The party will be held
from noon to 3 p.m.
End the week with the best
art the SHINE Mural Festival
has to offer. The SHINE Mural

Festival Finale will be held at
the Morean Arts Center, 719
Central Ave., from 5 to 9 p.m.
The event is open to the public.
SUNDAY
For country music fans,
Country Music on The Bay
will be at Vinoy Park, 701
Bayshore Drive NE, from noon
to 9 p.m. Jerrod Niemann,
Wynonna and The Big Noise,
and Scotty McCreery will
perform,
among
others.
General tickets are $25.
Calling all vinyl collectors
and music nerds. The
Hideaway Cafe, 1756 Central
Ave., will host Vinyl &
Vintage: A Market for Music
Lovers from noon to 4 p.m.
All things music will be sold,
from records to posters.
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‘Tha Carter V’: Don’t call it a comeback
By Bryce Lawson
Contributor

F

ans have been waiting
four years for Lil
Wayne’s “Tha Carter
V,” the next installment in his
“Tha Carter” series.
After a legal battle with
his former label Cash Money
Records over the rights for his
music, which included “Tha
Carter 5,” and a few mediocre
mixtapes, Wayne was finally
able to share with fans an album
of the year contender.
The first half of the album is
made of hard-hitting songs that
Wayne destroys, bar after bar.
It was nice to see him include
late rapper XXXtentacion on the
song “Don’t Cry.” His dragging
vocals and presence on the hook
starts the album off with a bang.
On the song “Let It Fly,”
featuring Travis Scott, Wayne
rhymes the word “line” 17 times
over the course of his verse,
which I found myself rapping
over and over on a daily basis.
Swizz
Beatz-produced
“Uproar” featured a sample
from G. Dep’s one-hit-wonder
“Special Delivery.”
The
song has gained mainstream
popularity due to the “Uproar”
dance challenge, which sent
Wayne fans to upload videos of
themselves dancing to various
social media platforms.
Another standout track pits
Lil Wayne and Kendrick Lamar

against each other on “Mona
Lisa,” portraying both sides of
a robbery committed by the girl
in the story, named Mona Lisa.
This track highlights Wayne’s
storytelling ability, even holding
his own against one of the best in
the game, Kendrick Lamar.
The second half of the album
is primarily made-up of love
songs and Wayne talking about
his past demons.
Usually, songs like “Dark
Side of the Moon,” featuring
Nicki Minaj and “What About
Me,” featuring Sosamann
would be instant skips, but for
some reason they didn’t come
off as corny or forced.
I would say this is one of
Wayne’s most personal projects
to date. “Famous” and “Open
Letter” show his struggle with
fame and his ability to be
introspective on a track, rather
than just spitting hot punchlines.
The only flaw holding back
“Tha Carter V” from being a
classic is the album’s length.
If maybe three or four songs
were cut from the 23-song
tracklist, the album would be
an easier listen.
That being said, any Weezy
fan should be able to take away
a few tracks.
Definitely give “Tha Carter
V” a listen. The “Greatest of All
Time” more than delivered.
4/5 stars

COURTESY OF YOUNG MONEY ENTERTAINMENT

After a four-year delay, Lil Wayne reclaims his crown with “Tha Carter V.”

‘Venom’ is a step up from ‘Spider-Man 3’s’ portrayal
By Salvador Castillo
Contributor

I

was
not
expecting
“Venom” to exceed my
expectations, but it did.
Story-wise, the narrative
is intriguing and exciting.
It starts with Eddie, an
investigative journalist, and
his brash decision to drive
an interview with the head
of a corporation in the wrong
direction, costing him his
career and his marriage.
Then, six months later,
he goes back to try and
expose the same corporation,
but bonds with Venom, a
symbiote, instead. The duo
has to work together to try to
stop a symbiote, which is a
fictional species of inorganic,
amorphous extraterrestrials.
That mid-credit scene brought
pure excitement to me and the
rest of the audience.
The guest of honor is
Venom, and he was done
justice in this film. While
he does heroic deeds, he
does so because he wants to
survive, representing his antiheroic nature. Well, that and
him eating people’s heads
throughout the film.
An interesting point to
mention is that the film
managed to convey how
brutal Venom can be with a
PG-13 rating and the special

effects hold up perfectly with
the concept of symbiotes.
The casting was on point.
Tom Hardy has experience
playing
comic
book
characters, seeing how he
played the main villain, Bane,
in “The Dark Knight Rises,”
and he plays Eddie Brock in
a way that’s faithful to his
comic book origins and to this
updated take.
Riz Ahmed’s portrayal of
Carlton Drake is also spot-on.
You can see Ahmed’s character
wants to do good, but you
see his scientific wonder and
ambition get the better of him
–– and I love that.
Hardy’s
physical
performance toward the start
of his relationship with Venom
portrays him as an unwilling
and surprised victim of the
symbiote’s survival instinct.
His movements are jerky
and inelegant, as if his body
wasn’t really his own.
One undeniable detriment
to the film is just how
rushed Venom’s character
development feels. Toward
the end of the film, he has
completely
changed
his
attitude about Earth and
its people. Although this is
feasible, it probably wouldn’t
happen in the span of a twohour movie.
However, it might be
possible to redeem this in the
sequels. Hardy announced

over the summer that he
signed on for two more films
in the “Venom” franchise.
Don’t listen to the critics

who claim this film was a
mess. I’d suggest going to see
it before deciding whether to
side with them or not. All I

can say with certainty is that I
truly enjoyed this film, and I’m
looking forward to its sequels.
4/ 5 stars
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Tom Hardy plays investigative journalist Eddie Brock, who merges with the alien symbiote
Venom in this late, summer blockbuster.

